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Rule making related to family-centered services

The Human Services Department hereby amends Chapter 172, “Family-Centered Services,” Iowa
Administrative Code.

Legal Authority for Rule Making

This rule making is adopted under the authority provided in Iowa Code section 234.6.

State or Federal Law Implemented

This rule making implements, in whole or in part, Iowa Code section 234.6.

Purpose and Summary

This chapter was reviewed as part of the Department’s five-year rules review. Chapter 172, governing
family-centered services, defines and describes procedures for delivery of services for the child, parent
or kinship caregiver when the needs of any one of these individuals are directly related to the safety,
permanency or well-being of the child, or to prevent the child from entering foster care. The outcome of
the services may be to maintain the child with a parent or in the home of the kinship caregiver, to reunify
the child safely with a parent or kinship caregiver, or to achieve permanent family connections for the
child.

These amendments add and update definitions of services. These amendments remove Solution
Based Casework® as a requirement for non-agency-involved cases. In addition, the purpose and scope
of the chapter are clarified.

Public Comment and Changes to Rule Making

Notice of Intended Action for this rule making was published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin on
December 28, 2022, as ARC 6768C. No public comments were received. No changes from the Notice
have been made.

Adoption of Rule Making

This rule making was adopted by the Council on Human Services on February 9, 2023.

Fiscal Impact

This rule making has no fiscal impact to the State of Iowa.

Jobs Impact

After analysis and review of this rule making, no impact on jobs has been found.

Waivers

Any person who believes that the application of the discretionary provisions of this rule making would
result in hardship or injustice to that person may petition the Department for a waiver of the discretionary
provisions, if any, pursuant to rule 441—1.8(17A,217).

Review by Administrative Rules Review Committee

The Administrative Rules Review Committee, a bipartisan legislative committee which oversees rule
making by executive branch agencies, may, on its own motion or on written request by any individual or
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group, review this rule making at its regular monthly meeting or at a special meeting. The Committee’s
meetings are open to the public, and interested persons may be heard as provided in Iowa Code section
17A.8(6).

Effective Date

This rule making will become effective on May 1, 2023.

The following rule-making actions are adopted:
ITEM 1. Adopt the following new definitions of “Kinship navigator services” and “Solution

focused meeting” in rule 441—172.1(234):
“Kinship navigator services” means the services and supports providing information, referral, and

follow-up to kinship caregivers who are caring for and raising children to link kinship caregivers to
benefits and other resources they need.

“Solution focused meeting”means a gathering of family members, friends, and formal and informal
supports, with the assistance of a trained facilitator, to draw on past successes of the family in problem
solving and work in partnership with the family to enhance safety of the children.

ITEM 2. Amend rule 441—172.2(234), introductory paragraph, as follows:

441—172.2(234) Purpose and scope. Family-centered services are services designed for the child,
parent, or kinship caregiver of the child to prevent the child from entering foster care and to assist the
family when the needs of the child, parent, or kinship caregiver for the services are directly related to
the safety, permanency, or well-being of the child, or to preventing the child from entering foster care.
The outcome of the services may be to maintain the child with a parent or in the home of the kinship
caregiver, to reunify the child safely with a parent or kinship caregiver, or to achieve permanent family
connections for the child.

ITEM 3. Amend subrule 172.2(5) as follows:
172.2(5) Family-centered services shall include SBC for agency child welfare service cases and

non-agency-involved cases when criteria in subrule 172.2(1) are met.
ITEM 4. Amend subrule 172.2(6) as follows:
172.2(6) Based on child and family needs, a child and family with an open agency child welfare

service case that are receiving SBC may also be approved to receive the following additional services,
which are referred separately:

a. SafeCare®.
b. Family preservation services.
c. Family team decision-making (FTDM) Solution focused meeting (SFM) and youth transition

decision-making (YTDM) meeting facilitation.

[Filed 2/14/23, effective 5/1/23]
[Published 3/8/23]

EDITOR’S NOTE: For replacement pages for IAC, see IAC Supplement 3/8/23.
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https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListComm?groupID=705&ga=90
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/441.172.2.pdf

